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Sociology #3 –   Dr. Jeniffer Mohammed (August 2018)
Week 2: Student Learning















Objectives:


to continue to develop sociological understanding


to explore the concept of ‘learning’ in schools








Sociological Perspectives








Functionalism (Consensus)





Marxism (Conflict)





Macro (systemic)





Reality is outside


It is objective


It is neutral


It is orderly


It is systematic





Reality is organized according to the social relations of production


It is not neutral


The order is one of social control





Micro (individual interaction)





Symbolic Interaction, Social Action


Ethnomethodology 		Phenomenology





Reality is socially constructed


History, biography, culture, society


People have agency (they choose their actions)


People are meaning-makers i.e. they interpret reality





Functionalism


Academic ability and talent are unevenly distributed; this is functional for the society; it is a meritocracy (social mobility)


The school experience is enabling for all; for those with deficiencies there are ‘compensatory’ mechanisms


‘Learning’ is interpreted as ‘observable’i.e. as achievement


Schooling is seen as a list of inputs with some desired outputs


Since learning is really socialization, then the family and religion, are considered institutional partners with education


Learning theories (e.g. Behaviourist, Gagne, Piaget, Kohlberg, Maslow, Erikson) show learning as a ‘model’ often in ‘stages’ which are thought to be universal


Classroom Management – stimulus/response; behavioural objectives; passive theory of socialization





Marxism/ Conflict Threory


Learning takes place differently in low and high status schools


      (Bowles & Gintis)


Students are socialized into the norms and expectations of their social class – social reproduction


Schooling is coercive to the majority, who are not well to do (having cultural capital) or academically able


Schooling, and therefore ‘learning’, is socialization into the stratified nature of society (radical theory of socialization)


Learning theories are cast in an objective, neutral mould and see dysfunctions in learning as related to some deficiency in the child, resources, or the classroom environment; Marxists say that poverty and oppression in the society are ignored 


Blame for large numbers of failing students is placed on the students themselves








Interpretive /Interactionist Perspectives





Understanding what constitutes learning is something negotiated and constructed by the social interaction of persons within the social setting (Blumer)-  e.g the need to preserve self esteem vs. answering teacher questions, tests, etc


Active theories of socialization - agency


Both Marxists and Functionalists tend to regard schooling as a ‘black box’; interpretive theorists try to penetrate the black box to look at the ‘processes’ associated with schooling and learning (Michael Young)


Researchers study the interaction in classrooms through participant observation or observations generally which may be extended to the playground and the journey home, as well as, long conversational interviews


How teachers’ understanding of their own labels and categories (defining their world) contribute to helping certain students and lead to differentiated learning outcomes (Nell Keddie)


How students impute characteristics to teachers and judge them affect performance and classroom behaviour (Woods & Hammersley)


Socialization into the way of learning within school – the ‘hidden’ curriculum


Gendered behaviours


Some texts by interpretive sociologists:


1. Hargreaves, D. (1967). Social relations in a secondary school. London:RKP.  


2. Jackson, P. W.1968). Life in classrooms. NY: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.


3. Woods, P. & Hammersley, M. (1977). School experience. London:Croom Helm.


4.  Woods, P. &Hammersley, M. (eds.). (1976). The process of schooling. London:RKP and Open University.

















Quite dated but most are ethnographies and very useful.











Activity for Monday 13th September 2018





1. Please read the information given above a few times so that you can easily differentiate how each sociological perspective looks at the same educational issues.  





2. Preparation for Monday’s session: Examine the following statement: - “The education system in Trinidad & Tobago can be improved by paying more attention to the professional development of teachers”. And, explore how might adherents of each sociological perspective respond to such a statement?   











